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The establishment of Marine Protected
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conservation measure worldwide. The
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the differences in effort countries put
towards habitat protection, we define this as
the Effort Gap. We discovered that there is
an uneven distribution in conservation
efforts. In all the habitats assessed there is a Kelp-
large Effort Gap revealing how even though
some countries are contributing towards
achieving a “total conservation target”, the
majority of countries are under-performing.
Additionally, we found that biodiversity is Seagrasses-
not a significant factor in predicting MPA
coverage and the wealth of the country
(GDP) is a weak predictor of MPA area.
Overall, a solution to fill this Effort Gap is for
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compensate for, less wealthy countries. To

reach international goals and properly Estuaries-

protect habitats and biodiversity strong
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building, financial support, and creation of
economically viable alternatives for
employment are urgently needed.
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